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which was adopted and published, This in>
portant document, widely known at the time as
fche " Rockingham Memorial," was a careful argu-
ment against the war, and a vigorous and 'able
presentation of the Federalist views. It was
addressed to the President, whom it treated with
respectful severity. With much skill it turned
Mr. Madison's own arguments against himself,
and appealed to public opinion by its clear and
convincing reasoning. In one point the memorial
differed curiously from the oration of a month
before. The latter pointed to the suffrage as the
mode of redress; the former distinctly hinted at
and almost threatened secession even while it de-
plored a dissolution of the Union as a possible
result of the administration's policy. In the one
case Mr. Webster was expressing his own views,
in the other he was giving utterance to the opin-
ions of the members of his party among whom
he stood. This little incident shows the suscepti-
bility to outside influences which formed such an
odd trait in the character of a man so imperious by
nature. When acting alone, he spoke his own
opinions. When in a situation where public opin-
ion was concentrated against him, he submitted
to modifications of his views with a curious and
indolent indifference.

The immediate result to Mr. Webster of the
ability and tact which he displayed at the Rocking-
ham Convention was his election to the thirteenth